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CENTRALIA TOWN OF BEA UTIFUL CHURCHES
BATTLE IN 64

FOUGHT CLOSE

TOCENTRALIA

S Bush Tells uf Ficlit Be
tween Johnsons Troops
and Andersons Rebels

on Singleton Farm

FEW UNIONISTS ESCAPED

The Famous Frank James Was
in Encounter Returned

to Visit Spot Many
Years Later

When eighty men dressed in blue the
Federal color approached Centralis
about ten oclock on the morning of Sep--
trntlier 27 IBM tlie citizen of the town
thought litem Union soldiers and dis
roiereil only when they arrived in town
lliat they were Southern guerillas Even
then they did not realize for what pur
poe the troops liad come until thfjr saw
me train tired upon men killed without
hesitation and stores and houses plunder-
ed

Although the massacre at Centralia
vas one uf tlie most bloody parts of the
Ciil war few people here understand its
importance or know much about it Cen
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trali had at the time two hotels two
Mores a school and a depot There vttre
four to story buildings in the town one
of which was the predecessor of the New
Globe Hotel --The depot was the only
other large building and had been newly
built

First the troops entered the stores and
bouses taking everything that they could
find whether or not it would be of uc
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U 5 BjA one o the oldest residents

uho told the itory of Bill Andersons
massacre

to them Even bolts of goods and baby
shoes were included in --heir plunder In
the station they found a keg of whi ey
and a box of rubber boots After drink
ing all the liifuor they wanted they car
ried the rest in the boots to their com
rades in camp

BOB STACr PASECERS
Some of the guerillas then remember

ed the stage which ran between Colum
bia and Centralia They met it jut as
it was coming into town stopped it and
robbed the passengers In the stage wi re
five Columbians J S Rollins J II
Waugh J M Samuel Henry Keene and

DALTON COAL CO
Dealers in Best Grade Illinois Coal

No 13 N Fourth Phone 1041

The First National

Bank

Of Centralia

Wants Your Business

Centralia Mo

M S Bush
lahlished Time Tells

Furniture and
Undertaking

Beginning with Feb 1 we will offer a reduction
Sale of all Furniture Rugs and Floor Coverings

Tins Sale will continue until our large stock is re- -

duced

M S Bush
Centralia Mo
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Boyle Gordon They were- - going to
Union meeting at Meico The soldiers

i ked their names hut were answered
with fictitious ones Before the passen
cm could he searched the St Lcuis
train armed and took the attention oj
the guerillas

Logs and railroad ties were thrown in
front of the train to stop it and shots
were fired through the coaches The

sengers numbering about lSO were rob
bed and tlie express and baggage cart
were looted On the train were twenty
three Union soldiers some of whom were
wounded The rebels confiscated all of
their clothes that they wanted and then
lined them up ojtside to be shot Must

of the Federals were unarmed and not
a khot was fired by any of them during
tiiS time Only one escaped death a
sergeant whom they wished to trade for
a prisoner Most of the Union soldiers
died immediately but those who were
wounded and tried to hide were dragged
nut from their shelter and shot down
The train was then set fire to and thi
engineer was ordered to start it down hc
track and then jump off He djd this
but o fixed the engine that it ran only
about two ard a half miles and stopped
The four coaches burned The releh
ri turned to their camp near Singletons
fjna

MAJOR JOHNSON DEFEATED

Major A V E Johnson with 150
Union soldiers had been ordered to pur
sue and engage in fight these guerillas
The residents of Centralia tried to dis ¬

suade him but he fnlhned the guerilla
to camp and was lime defeated by them
n account of his small number of nen

jioor weapons and slow horses No
quarter was given or reeeked and of the
120 Federal soldiers that fought 108 fell
dead on the fiehl

Johnson was defeated and after this
IUtmiih the gueiillas returned to Cen
tralia where th v even killed unarmed
ciuians

It B Price who went to Centralia
from Columbia a few das after the mas
sacre said ot it it was certainly

the the Spanish

Dean Walter William went over the
scene ol the massacre and lias since
written a history of the as did Col
I Switzler then editor the Mis ¬

souri Statesman The Statesman for Fri-

day 30 three davs after the
massacre begins with the following de-

scription of it
CALLS THEM atlTtOERERS

The notorious murderer and robber
Bill Anderson after making an ineffectu
al attack on Favette on Saturday crossed
the Missouri Itaioad above Stur-
geon

¬

and turning came into Ponet eay
of Centralia On Tuc diy morning last

COLUMBIA EVENING MISSOURIAN FRIDAY 28 1921

ed Centralia and these abandoned
soundrelr stained anew their hands with
the blood of defenseless and innocent
uctims nnd perpetrated robbenes and
fiendish outrages on the most unlimited
scale From eye witnesses to all their
crimes committed we Imc learn ¬

ed the harrowing The heart
sickens at the rccilil of the bloody deed
of these inhuman butchers in whose
hearts does nut exist the faintest spark
ot moral leeling or ot mercy

M S BlSII TUXS OP BATTLE

M S Bush proprietor of the Bush
Furniture and Undertaking Par ¬

lors of Centralia and for thirty six years
in business in that city tells the follow
ing tale of the fight between the Union-
ists and the Itebels

It was on the Singleton farm what
is now the Pemberton place that Ander ¬

sons rebels and Johnsons troops met in
the big fight near here about the end of
the Ciil War Middleton Singleton own
ed must of the land around lhce pjrts
at that time but he wasnt here at the
lime of the big fight He was with Cen
eral Sterling Price of the
Array and a fearless brae man he was
Aly father named me after him

Johnson and his troops compose- -
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JAe Methodist Church built ol stone a
blood affair one of wcrst of lemi stjle of architecture

affair
M of

September

north

there

there
particulars

Store

Confederate

mainly of recruits from Audrian County
I

were in Centralia in the early fall of
j 186 1 when they heard that some of the
Confederal forces were near by We

I tagged Johnson not to go out of the
town and told him that the soldiers he
was going to meet were the redoubtable
Anderson men but he was stubborn lie
didnt believe that it was this company
of course or he wouldnt have gone It
was said of the Anderson men that they
rode with a pistol in each hand and that
firing from beneath their horses necks
they could hit a pint cup fastened on a

Tn w ii i r iiHFC llllt OTIS 1 IlllVn tla UVVi I11U

Anderson and his murderous crew enter- - Ik lieve tlse tales though However tint

Between Trains

Drop into the Grcasys Twin Brother diagonally

across from tlie station for the same sort of thick

juicy apple tpie and fragrant that has made

the Greasy in Columbia Famous

The Jim Morris
Restaurant

Centralia Mo

To Our Centralia
Friends

WHEN IN NI1ED OF

Office Files
Filing Supplies
Draughting Supplies

Telephone 879 Columbia
We have some regular customers in Centralia
lo whom we can refer yoil if you want to learn
from home folks about t ir service and our
goods Drop us a line as d tell us what you
need

CO OP
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may be Johnson and the federal troopi
rode out to the Singleton farm ncai
which the rebeU were encamped The
story of the fight that followed came ta
me partly from old Ilaney Silver w
watched the encounter from a ihool
houe and partly from the famous Trank
James who was with the Sruthern hojs

JOHNSON MAKES B1C MISTAKE

When the federal troops came riding
up school was dismissed and the clild
ten were hurried home On a flat slritch
of ground in the open was an old rail
fence The federal soldiers pulled down
every ouW Mil of thi fence and sta
tions men behind it As the rebels eaiae
to the edge of the timber half a mile
awa they dismounted to tighten their
saddle girth And here was where
Johnson made his hie mUiil Tl
fmils Ii fiiiil Sim r- - i41u ull- - lrl ti lrlhe mule journalism

eS Poole editor Courier
the hores uf the others

The Confederates remounted 0c
Harvey- - vUd ilie rebels hoises
went from a a gallop and from
a gallop a dead run Johnsons men
gut excited and began firing irpm
a distance to have slight effect on
their enemys ranks Their sluits killed

MMaJ

coffee

quaint bcaaijul little church uith

Soar Confederates the total casually
side Frank James told me out of

his own mouih their never
fired unlil they aw the whites of
eyes Willi pistol in one hand the
bridle rein in the other they rode with
their liejil laid flat on their lurse
necks The rebels jelled Comanche
Indians James said We hvpnotized
them they couldnt fire and then we
shot em was the way he
tu me Well they chased men that
were left to about quarter of mile
from Sturgeon at eleven miles
Worn wliere the fight started and only
fiiuileen men out of that Land of more
tjjan 100 scared histories say that

were killil but couldnt have been
tlian 90 The last man to be slm

was farmer named Marquette and
James him said he liated to

FREE BATTERY SERVICE
Let test vouV generator battery

liefore your battery freezes

JOHN N TAYLOR CO
Electrical Department

XrrdhelaJlIegrillBeautiful Churches and Schools
The Tien were buried rixht where

they killed but in 1875 the bodies
of the Union men were moved to Jeffer-
son

¬

City The feiir Confederate soldiers
that killed wcie bnri d in Pleasant
Crovc Cemetery Centralia and their
bodies still lie there

rnNK jtrEs RcirnN in 1896
It must have been in 1895 or 1896

Mr Bush said when I was mayor of
Centralia that Frank James returned
here and told me side of the
He came from Columbia where he had
been acting as starter at some horse
races and I entertained him while he was
in Centralia

We drove out to the old Pleasant Crove
Cemetery and other places taking with
u two reporters Walter Williams now

c- I r i rtron limt-
-

Acrordinclr liTc m I lean 0I IC acnooi ot anu--

dismount and told each fifth man to lioM iattc of the
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his story

and at one time secretary of the building
commission for i new capitol at Joffcr
son City Wc tred to keep it quiet but
romehovr thepeopIc found out who we
had with us and about 150 followed us
to the cemetery Among these were the
son and grandson of Marquette whom
James had killed in the battle at the
Singleton farm They came up and
shook hands with him

One of the questions we asld Frank
James was After the war wos over why
didnt you go home and quit His
answer was They woudnt let us He
pointed out to us the mammoth pine
under which the Confederate men were
buried and said he remembered the en-

counter
¬

as if it were yesterday When
he left here he went to St Louis where
lie lived for seme time Wore his death

BENEFIT GIVEN

AT CENTRALIA

First Christian Church Mission-

ary
¬

Society Has Program
Tonight

Tlie Missionary Society of the First
Christian Church of Centralia will give
a benefit at the church tonight The pro ¬

gram will consist of a reading by Miss
Iniogene Curtright a drill by some girls
ard a play The Old Maids Club

The cast of characters in the play is

Miss Luella Matilda Primrose president
Mrs a R Curtright

Susan Jane Hopewell vice president
- Miss Mary Ridgway

Marie Jane Hopewell treasurer
Mrs Jim Hunt

Sallie Brown secretary Mrs T Pat Penie
Dora Duolittlc Miss Arlene McCauslin
Faith Snowmore Miss Frances Palmer
Julia Jones Mrs Charley Riley
Maude Hopeworth Mrs tmnia Garrard
Mary Elizabeth Smith

Miss Catherine Naylor
Viola Longfellow Mrs Artie Green
Ioicrctia de Witt Miss Maude Squires
Martha Vveinhauber Mrs David Hulen
Lucy Rosebud Mrs Harry Stone
Betsy Bobineet Mrs La Force
Young Lady double of Luella

Miss Imogene Curtright
Dora Miss Helen Austene
Tommy Doolittle assistant treasurer

Virgil Neele
Phillip Andrew James newspaper re-

porter
¬

Frank Denton

Bowling i
The Best

Indoor Sport
Recreation Bowling Alley

Under Recreation Parlors

HENRY
Tlie Famous Shoe Shiner at the

Tiger Barber Shop
Will Shine Shoe3 on Sunday

From now on we expect to tay open on Sundays

Henry Shines on Sunday

LEARN TO DANCE
Private Lessons By Appointment Only

MRS JAMESON
Phone 589

The Largest Shop in Town
With the most superior service

Tlie very best of porters
Sammy and Quintis

The University Barber Shop
11 South Ninth Street

Are the Pride of Centralia
Centralis is located near the center of

the richest states of the Union it lias

tivo progressive manufacturing concerns
efficient en onf rative elevator first- - loue serveil the purposes of the cons re- -

class high school and grade school t to
railroads go through the town yet none
of the things are mentioned with as great
pride as the fact that in other town
of the state can be found three as beau-

tiful
¬

churches as in Centralia
The property ouned by thee three or ¬

ganizations is estimated at approximately
S150000

The First Christian Church is large
brick buildinz valjcd at SJ5000 and
situated one bhtk south of the city
square The buildirg contains a com- -

i 1tf

Christian Church built the prettiest this part the
state

iJttc Sunday school plant wilh accom ¬

modations for all kinds of modem church
work There arc twenty separate class
reoms an auditorium lecture room gal
leries pastors study and choir room on
the main fleer In the Iiasement is a
Sunday school lecture room a kitchen
with dithes and equipment ami a dining
room The centrjet for a new 3000
crgan already been made and will be
installed before Easter

The 6JJ0 members who belong to this
church raise a yearly budget of 50u0 a
year pastor I II Otto came to the
church foir months ago from Oklahoma
City Okla Mr Otto took the degrees of
A B and A it from the University of
Missouri

In 1867 the First Christian Clurcl

In the central part of the city of Cen-

tralia
¬

lies a strip of land that belongs
lo no one This ground about ten fee i

in width lies between the original town
and the later additions and is referred
to by citizens as No Mans Land

In the making of the lithographs ell
of the blocks were laid out east and west
in line with the park but through some
error this alley was omitted At this
lime a great number of lots were sold
and the deeds executed By order of a
judicial official in 1883 the proprietor
had the lithograph plat of the town cor
reeled and the deed to it recorded in the
recorders office of Boone County By
he amended plat the ground eliminated

was thrown to the southern boundary
of the town near the city park

The land on which the city is located
was patented by the United Stales gov- -

CLOTH AND SILK BUTTONS
Make Best Trimmings for Dresses They
are made on premises in all Styles and

same day you order
I WOLFSON Ladies Tailor

Miller Building Phone 83 1

was locatnl in a modest frame house

with 6ftccn or twenty members A little
later a regular pastor was called The

an a

no

a

pal ion lor twenty years wncn a new rack
Luiluing was built In 1890 the present

structure was put up a block from the

old building

The Allen Street Methodist Church
was built in 1912 at a cost of 35000
It is of stone and of a picturesque de¬

sign The membership of the church is

tpproximately 2SD Besides serving the
pnple of the church as a place of wor ¬

ship the building is used for concerts
Lat Sunday a concert was given there
by Giovanni Sperande Italian lyric ten- -
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The of brick one oj in of

lias

Its

Sizes

or and Hugo Hagen II II Leutzow is
pastor of this church

The First Baptist Church was built in
1909 at a cost of 40000 and today lias

a membership of 310 It is of red brick
nnd of dignified and impressive style
W A Simmons is the present minister
of the cliirch

When a visitor eipressed his surprise
that the churches of Centralia were so
large and benutiful and wondered why

the memberships were so large one of
the citizens of the town said The peo ¬

ple of Centralia have always gone to
church ami taken a pride in making the
church Liiihlings the most beautiful
places in the town Our churches and
schools are the things ve enjoy most and
are most proud of

Centralia Has No Mans Land
Small Strip Owned by No One

ernment for Nathanl 1 W Wilson in

1815 and sulisequenlly conveyed by Wil ¬

son to Middleton Singleton the founder
of the town Theoriginal town was laid
out in 1857 ami the lots were sold at
auction Singleton who was a graduate
of the University of Missouri named the
streets of the new town for certain pio¬

neer citizens and business associates in
Boone Ounly and Columbia In these
early times saloon licenses wefe first fix ¬

ed at 100 a year Later because the
citizens objected the rate was reduced
lo 25

In 1901 the town authorized the is¬

sue of bonds lo the sum of 7500 to
build a city hall By 1910 the debt in ¬

curred was paid off and in lint year 43
bonits were used to build a waterworks
system On the issue of bonds for 20
000 a sewer system was also constrccted
An electrical distributing system was ac¬

quired in 1915 from the Mexico Power
Co Tins system was combined with the
water and sewer plants The bonded in ¬

debtedness brought about by these im ¬

provements is provided for in a sink
ing fund and is payable in 1930

Prices Way Down
H P and I H FLOUR
48 lb Sacks 275
24 lb Sacks 140

We make H P FLOUR from the best soft red
winter wheat raised in Boone County and it is the
favorite wilh all housewives for home baking I H
FLOUR is made from the best Turkey Red wheat
and has no equal in hard wheat flour

All Feed Prices Greatly Reduced
RED RING POULTRY FEED PRICES GOING

DOWN FASTER THAN EGG PRICES

Boone County Milling

Elevator Co
Makers of Red Ring Feeds


